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1. Nature of War and Human Costs
War is a violent conflict of interests between parties that utilizes military force. The nations, people or groups involved have diverse perspectives, strategies, tactics, and strengths. Also, they have different reasons for engaging in war. Each of them tries to manifest their might and strive to achieve their objectives. In this struggle, there are casualties, who include the military personnel and the civilians (Clausewitz, 2005). Among the historical wars is the World War II. It involved the Soviet Union, France, Germany, USSR, China, United States and many other countries, as well as their allies. Germany started the war after it invaded Poland. Thereafter, France stroke with its allies while Germany was joined by Japan and Italy. The war led to millions of civilian deaths compared to the military.  It is estimated that over 40 million to 100 million people lost their lives throughout the period of war. Others were left injured and maimed. One of the events that saw numerous deaths of civilians and the military was the Holocaust of Europe. The conflict that involved the Nazis claimed the lives of 7 million Jews. Based on study done by the United States Holocaust Museum, the proportion is equivalent to 75% of the population of Jews who lived in the European region at the time (Greble, 2011). Based on these findings, war has devastating effects on humans both the civilians and the military.
References
Clausewitz, C. (2005). On war.  London: Penguin Adult 
Greble, E. (2011). Sarajevo 1941-1945: Muslims, Christians, and Jews in Hitler’s Europe. London: Cornell University Press
1. What led to the Cold War?
The Cold War preceded the World War II. In an effort to stop the World War II, which had persisted from 1941 to 1945 the U.S launched an atomic bomb that hit Japan. The latter was supporting Germany, which were the pioneers of the war. The Hiroshima attack as it is popularly known was seen by the U.S. administration as the last resort. The war threatened the peace of the U.S. citizens and beyond. However, the attack was supported by a few while some opposed fearing retaliation. After the attack, the U.S and the Soviet Union broke ties. There were harsh foreign policy decisions, which threatened the U.S. ability to expand its economic strengths at a time when it needed to trade after the devastating WW2 effects on the economy. The bombing could have been avoided and Truman could have talked with Stalin to persuade his country to stop the war (Steil, 2018). The impact of the bomb on the Japanese civilians and the resultant cold war could not have occurred.
Reference
Steil, B. (2018). The Marshall plan: Dawn of the Cold War. Oxford: Oxford University Press
2. Nation building
After the Second World War and the Cold War, nations needed to build themselves and their economies, also referred to as nation building. According to Lee (2018), the bottom line was to achieve identities whereby people of a particular nation identified with the country. There were also political, economic and social agendas to establish. Decolonization occurred mostly in Africa and Asia. The countries sought independence through violent or peaceful means but mostly, the latter. Some were able to establish governments immediately and their economies grew to almost match those of their colonial masters such as Singapore. A few were determined to take supremacy from the then world powers. Others in Africa continued civil wars such as Congo, Zambia, and Rwanda continued civil wars as they tried to find second liberation from autocractic leadership, which had risen to power after independence. Today, some countries are still struggling with nation building due to corruption in leadership and ethnic divisions caused by colonialism. 
Reference
Lee, C.J. (2018).Decolonization and Cold War geographies. In Middell, M.(Ed) The Routledge handbook of transregional studies. London: Routledge.
3. Global Peace Issues
Having covered the global peace issues unit, I have learned a lot about world security problems, their causes, and effects.  I am interested in talking and learning more about the wars in developing nations. Recently, there was the killing of an Iranian General, whose death was ordered by the U.S. president. The issue has led to rumors of an impending war should Iran plan to revenge. Just the mere thought of getting into war with another country such as Iran, which has been politically unstable for some time, has made me feel insecure despite the promises of the U.S. government on its preparedness in case the opponent strikes. I foresee damaging effects on the economy considering Iran is a major oil producing country. With oil being a key driver in our economy, I think we might be experiencing high commodity prices, if the conflict persists. I propose that the parties involved apply diplomatic strategies to resolve the conflict.
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